
 

 
 

Grace United Church of Christ 
January 29, 2023 

Rev. Dr. Michael H. Bone, Minister 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

  

* When a portion of the service is preceded with an *, you are 
invited to stand in body and/or spirit. 
 

Words printed in bold are an invitation for you to join in 
the spoken or sung response. 
 

PRELUDE                       How Great Thou Art - Hine 

 

*WORDS OF WELCOME (Pastor and People) 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here. 
In this safe space, may God grant us the vision to see  
the Holy in each other and the Holy in ourselves. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Liturgist and People) 
   With what shall we come before the Lord? 

What shall we bring into the presence of our God, 
as an expression of our worship and praise? 
Shall we bring him all that we own— 
our finest possessions, our life-savings, 
our investments and property? 
Would God be satisfied if we brought everything we 
possess?  



No, that’s not what God is looking for. 
God has told you what is good, 
and what he expects of you: 
To do justice. 
To love mercy. 
To walk humbly before him. 
So let us now worship God in spirit and in truth.  

       

*GATHERING PRAYER (People) 
God, our Creator, thank you for the gift of Jesus. He 
walked among us embodying your creative and life-
giving Word in his body, his life, his words, his deeds, 
his sufferings, his death, and his resurrection. When 
we see him loving the outcast, forgiving the sinner, 
confronting the hypocrite, and teaching the crowds a 
new way of life, we see your heart, your compassion, 
your mercy, your character. To know Jesus is to love 
him, and to love him is to know him, and to know and 
love him is to know and love you. So help us, Lord, to 
be among your disciples who come to you to be 
taught. Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN      We Are Called to Be God’s People 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION (Liturgist) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (People) 
God, far too often we desire to look wise in the eyes of 
the world. We have not spoken truth with our hearts. 
We have said and done hurtful things to our friends. 
We have forgotten our true identity, wandering into 
ways that are not yours. We have lost the path of true 
worship, focusing on form and words rather than 
deeds. We have forgotten what true discipleship is. 
And because of this, you have a quarrel with us. 
Forgive us and help us live into becoming the people 
you have created and called us to be: people of justice 
and love and truth and humility. Make us Christ’s 
disciples indeed, embracing our true identity, even in 
the face of the world’s scorn and derision. Amen.  

  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 



A GIFT OF MUSIC           The Lord Is Our Light - DeFrange 
 

SACRED TEXT   Micah 6:6-8 NRSV 
 

CENTERING HYMN             Take My Life 
 

SACRED TEXT       Matthew 5:1-12 NRSV 
    

REFLECTION             “How Much Does It Cost?” 
 

*SUNG RESPONSE   
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 
leading where the eagles soar, 
We your people, ours the journey 
now and ever, now and ever, Now and evermore. 

 

*INVITATION TO GENEROSITY (Pastor & Liturgist) 
 

*DOXOLOGY   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! 

 

*DEDICATION OF GIFTS  (Pastor and People) 
Who do we give to? 
We give to God. 
Why do we give? 
So our possessions won’t possess us. 
What do we give? 
Our whole lives, surrendered to God’s will. 
God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our 
needs and guide us in your ways. Out of gratitude for your 
care, we bring our gifts before you. Use them for your work 
of caring, that all may feast at the table of abundance, walk 
without fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

 



THE PRAYER OF JESUS 
 Our Father, who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever.  Amen. 

 

MISSION MOMENT    Sandy Hutchinson 
 

CHURCH FAMILY UPDATES  
 

*SENDING HYMN         Lord I Want to Be a Christian 
 

*WORDS OF SENDING AND PEACE 
 

*SENDING RESPONSE           Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  
         Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The service is ended, O now be extended  
The fruits of our worship in all who believe. 
The seed of the teaching, receptive hearts reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us  
To work for God’s realm and to answer the call. 

 

POSTLUDE      I Will Enter His Courts - Rondel 
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Attributions: 
[Our Call to Worship was written by Christine Longhurst and posted on her 
blog, re:Worship. Our Gathering Prayer was written by Brian D. McLaren, and 
posted on his website. Our Prayer of Confession was adapted from one written 
by Joanne Carlson Brown and posted on Ministry Matters. Our Invitation to 
Generosity was written by the Rev. Dr. Elyse Berry, Associate for Advocacy 
and Leadership Development at the Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries, UCC. Our Morning Prayer was written by Rev. Emily and posted on 
her blog, Literature & Liturgy. Our Words of Sending are © Jeff Shrowder 
(http://thebillabong.info) Used with permission.] 

 
 

Live stream can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/graceutown/live 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 
Monday 7pm   Catching Our Spiritual Breath (A time  

of prayer) on Zoom 
Tuesday 9am-noon  Tuesday Crew meets here to do 

work on our building and grounds.  
 You are welcome to join in! 

  9am-noon Office Hours 
Wednesday  9am-noon Office Hours 

10am  Yoga in the Family Activity Center 
7pm Consistory 

Sunday 9:15am Adult Sunday School in HeBrews Café 
  Bake sale before and after worship 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Linda Kindy is helping lead worship as our liturgist.  
Altar flowers are presented by Grace Church in gratitude and 
praise of our Still Speaking God. 
Our greeters this morning are Ken, Sandy, and Drew 
Hutchinson. 
 
Dave Forman, Mike Pirogowicz, Paul Sodergren, and Jim 
Lynn serve as our Livestream and Sanctuary Technicians and 
Tom DeFrange serves as musician and accompanist. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/graceutown/live

