10-Minute Bible
Lesson
Tuesday and Wednesday
Mark 11:20-25, 12:13-17,
14:1-10
Before watching the video: What
do you already know about the
events of Jesus’ final week? This may
include remembrances of church services or Sunday School classes, or what you’ve seen
portrayed on TV or in movies. Have you ever compared what you’ve been told or what
you’ve seen with what the Gospels say? Keep what you’ve previously learned in mind for
comparing as you move through this study.
Now read the passages twice. Take each one at a time, noticing every sentence and
phrase. You may even want to start and stop the video to spend more time with each. What
stands out to you?
In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.
Then Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed
has withered.” Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly I tell you, if you say to
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your
heart, but believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. So I
tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will
be yours.
“Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that
your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.” – Mark 11:20-25
Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he
said. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and
show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach the
way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?
Should we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to
them, “Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.”
And they brought one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”
They answered, “The emperor’s.” Jesus said to them, “Give to the emperor the things
that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were utterly
amazed at him. – Mark 12:13-17
It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief
priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him;
for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.”

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke
open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some were there who said to
one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to
the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble
her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with
you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not
always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in
the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to
betray him to them. – Mark 14:1-10
After watching the video: What do you think about the resolution of the fig tree story?
Does it make sense to you why it was included?
Recall what was said about Jesus’ argument with the Pharisees about taxes. What stands
out to you as you hear some of the background to that story? What questions do you still
have about their interaction?
What have you been taught about Judas, or how have you seen him portrayed in movies, TV
shows, plays, or books? What has been your own view of him; why he did what he did, or
who he was in general?
Conclude in prayer. Thank God for blessings, ask forgiveness for wrongs done, request
help for uncertainty. Close with “amen.”

