10-Minute Bible Lesson
A Different Story
Genesis 2:4b-9
Before watching the video: what do you believe about how the universe began? What did
you learn in science classes or in a religious tradition? If you’ve ever heard about, been
taught about, or read Genesis 1, what have you believed or assumed it says or means?
Now read the passage twice. Take your time to notice every sentence and phrase. What
stands out to you?
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the
field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground;
but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground—
then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.
And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man
whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that
is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
– Genesis 2:4b-9
Compare and contrast the order in which certain things are created in this passage with the
order in Genesis 1. How does this change your understanding of the relationship between
these two stories? How does this affect how you read this part of the Bible?
Conclude in prayer. Thank God for blessings, ask forgiveness for wrongs done, request help
for uncertainty. Close with “amen.”

